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Tueſday wp 27% * of June, 174.3. and 
in the Seventeenth Year of the Reign of 
King GEORGE 2 Second - IT Great 
Nie. Se. Oden 


THANIEL ir for his Ta hag Gar 
preached before this Court, and the Liveries 
of the ſeveral Companies of this City, at the 
Cathedral Church of St. Paul, on Saturday 
the Eleventh Inſtant, being the Print 
of His Majeſty's happy Acceſſion to the 
Throne; and that *. be def d d to print the 


Mas N. 
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0 the depth of the riches both of the wiſdom 
and knowledge of God Hou unſearchable 


are his judgments, and his Ways faſt finding 
out! 


HE great Dalian of the Apoſtle in this 
Chapter, is to ſet forth the wonderful Mer- 
cy and Wiſdom of God's Diſpenſations to- 
wards Jeus and Gentiles; in reciprotally 
a the Unbelief of the one, the Occaſion of 
bringing over the other to the Faith of Chriſt. | 
Our Saviour had himſelf commanded the Goſpel of 
bis Kingdom to be preached firſt among the Jeus; and 
upon their obſtinate Refuſal of it, to be carried to 
the Gentiles, But St. Paul here tells us, that the pre- 
ſent Rejecting of th was not intended to be final; 
nor the Receiving of ee an Argument, that Gd had 
utterly cat away bis People: For that the Favour 
ſhewn to the Gentiles ſhould at laſt, through the wiſe 
Counſel of God, become the Occaſion of provoking 
the Jews to Jealouſy ; and reducing them to the 
Faith, which they at firſt had rejected: As the caſt- 
ing off of the Fes had alſo, through the Wiſdom of 
God's Providence, been made the Occaſion of calling 
the Gentiles, For God hath concluded them all in un- 


belief, that he might have mercy upon all, ver. 32. 


God was pleaſed to ſuffer all the World: both) 


And. Gentiles, to fall into a State of Unbelief or Pio 
bedience, that he might make his Power and Good- 
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4 As Anniverſary Sermon preached 
neſs better known, in reſcuing them all out of it; and 
that he might magnify his Mercy, in reducing them 
all to the Belief and Acknowledgment of the Truth. 
This is that Myſtery the Apoſtle ſpeaks of at Verſe 
25, which juſtly raiſes our Wonder and Aſtonith- 
ment: When we obſerve how wiſely God brings a- 
bout the gracious Ends of his Providence, by Means 
unlikely to produce them ; how graciouſly he diſplays 
the Wiſdom of his Counſels, in bringing Good out of 
Evil, and making the Sins of Men redound at laft to 
the Glory of his Mercy and Grace. Well may we 
cry out with the Apoſtle in my Text, O the depth of 
the riches both of the wiſdom and knowledge of God, by 
which he is thus able to convert all things to the Ho- 
nour and Glory of his Name, and make his ſevereſt 
Judgments conclude at laſt in Mercy! How unſearch- 
able are his judgments, and his ways paſt finding aut! 
Which Words, you ſee, by their Coherence with 
the Context, are ſpoken by way of Praiſe and Admi- 
ration of that wiſe and particular Providence of Ged, 
which brought about the Converſion of the Gentiles by 
the Unbelief of the Jews; a 
Scheme, if I may be allowed ſo to ſpeak, for con- 
verting at laſt the whole World, both Fes and Gen- 


has herein laid a 


Ziles, Which being to be effected in the Fulneſs of 


Time, by ſuch Means as are above the Reach of any 
human Underſtanding ; and therefore may be conſi- 
der'd as a Specimen of the ſecret and wonderful Ope- 
rations of the Almighty, in all his other Diſpenſations; 
will give me Occaſion to treat of the amazing Intrica- 
cies of Divine Providence in general ; which governs 
the World in ſuch a manner, as is an evident Proof of 
the Wiſdom of his Counſels, and at the fame time 
leaves the Wit of Men at a loſs to comprehend the 
Methods of his working: which ſo far interpoſes in all 


human 


— 
| 


__—_ 


be fathom d or found out by * human Underſtand- 


ing. And this will appear by ſeveral Conſiderations; 
vine Underſtanding above the Capacities of Finite 


may produce no more than their natural and neceſſary 


on His Majeſty's Acceſſion to the Throne. 5 
human Affairs, as to overrule them to the beſt and 
wiſeſt Ends; but leaves us in the dark, as to the 
Manner of bringing them to paſs. So that after the 
niceſt and moſt diligent Enquiry into the Ways of 
Providence, we muſt at laſt confeſs the Shortneſs of 
our Sight ; and, when we find our Underſtandings too 
ſhallow to fathom be deep things of God, can do no 
more than cry out in the Words of my Text, O 12 
depth of the riches both of the wiſdom, &c. © 

In which Words there are two Things plainly 1 im- 
Pet very proper for our Meditation: $ 


2 That the Ways of God's N and the 
Wiſdom of his Counſels are of ſuch a Depth, as not to 
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ing. 
II. That the PEE ME >. of 8 Pede e are 


however a proper] Subject for our Praiſe and Admira- 
tion. 


r r r 


I. That the Ways of Gods Piveiilatce and the 
Wiſdom of his Counſels are of ſuch a Depth, as not to 
be fathom'd or found out by any human Underſtand- 


1. If we conſider the infinite Superiority of the Di- 


——— — — — ———— — —— — . > TS ˖—— r — — ̃ .·̃————— ——— — ———— 


Creatures: That God is intimately acquainted with 
all the hidden Powers of Nature, which, tho they 


Effects, are yet very often ſurprizing unto Men, be- 
cauſe they know fo little of the Cauſes from whence 
they ſpring. And if we are ſo much in the dark, 
when Providence confines: his Acting to the natural 
F the Things which he has made; how much 


more 


* « 
—_ 3 OAT. AC As. FOR, ↄ——— W —— Coon An 2 OT > 


6 Ar Anniverſary Sermon preached 
iure may Human Reaſꝰn be put to a Nor pſus when 
he goes out of the common Road, and brings about 
his ſecret Purpoſes by Means which have no natural, 
much leſs viſible Tendency to produce them; but only 
as he is pleaſed to overrule them by thoſe outward Cir- 
cumſtances, that are under the Guidance of infinite 
W fm and Knowledge ? 

The Knowledge of God i 18 Ant Attribute of the Di- 
vine Mind, by which he perfectly comprehends the 
Nature of all Things, even before they are; with all 
their Powers, and Qualities; and Circumſtances: By 
which he dives and penetrates into every Cauſe, and 
Ses and knows it's Diſpoſition and Aptitude to pro- 
duce ſuch or fack Effects; fo as that 4% things, even 
the ſecret Thoughts of Men's Hearts, lie naked, dif- 
ſeed and open at once to his View, without uſi⸗ 
on Doubt or Mitkas, n f 

The Wiſdom of God is that Peftecken or At- 
ce by which he conſiders and is acquainted 
with the Reſpects and Relations of Things one to ano- 


ther; their Harmony or Oppoſition, their Fitneſs or 


Unfitnels. to ſuehand ſuch- Ends; ; 'by which he. infal- 
libiy diſſ poſes and guides Things to the beſt Ends and 
Purpoſes; by which he makes; and governs, and admi- 
niſters all things i Number, IWeight, and Meaſure, with 
a Skill that is not ſubject to Error or- Diſappointment. 


Now it is by. virtue of theſe Perfections, that God ” 
fo: diſpoſes of Things: Yom Time to Time, and puts ſe- 


cond Cad ſas irt ſuch a Method and dubordination, as 
to bring to paſs 1 in his due Time thoſe Events, which 
his Hand-and Counſel determined be 1 55 to be Ame” And 


therefore the Lyſcort hablengſi ot Gol TFudgments of 
Determinations; and the -Difffeulty"6# tracing. out tae 


Ways'of his Providence;! is in my Text reſolved into 
cle n bis Wildom and Knowledge; which is fach, 


as 


. . * 3 4 
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as leaves the higheſt Attainments of any Human Uh. 
derſtanding in Ignorance and Darknels. 

We are not at preſent, as an ingenious Water 
obſerves, in g proper Situation to, judge of the Coun- 
ſels by w bich Providence acts, ſince; but Little arrives 

at dur Knowledge, and even that Little we diſcern 
ñimperfectly; or, according to the elegant Figure 
“ uſed by St Paul, we ſee but in part, and as in a glaſs 
« Darkly. There is oftentimes ſo great a Diſtance 
between Hs Cauſe and the Effect, that our Faculties 
are too narrow and weak, our View of Things too ſhort 
and imperfect, to diſcover the Connexion between 
them. But every thing to God is always preſent, and 
his all-ſeeing Eye takes in at once the whole Compaſs 
of Nature: Whence it i is, that he brings about his wiſe 
Deſigns by Ways and Means above our Comprehenſi- 
on, becauſe they are ſar above out. of our Sight, The 
Secrets of Providence are therefore ſecret, becauſe they 
are the Workings of Providence, of a Being infinitely 
ſuperior to Men; and flow from the Exerciſe of thoſe 
Divine Attributes, whoſe Perfection it is, that creates 
the Difficulty of oomprehending and finding them out. 
Such Knowledge is foo <vonger ful and excellent for finite 
Underſtandings, 7# is high above the reach of any bur 
man Counſel; we cannot attain unto it. 
Ad therefore the Plalmilt, ſpeaking of that graci- 
ous and miraculous: Providenck, that conducted the 
Children of Iſeael through the midſt of their Enemies, 
and delivered them from the Snares that were laid for 
them on every Side, and brought them in Safety to 
the promiſed Land, expreſſes himſelf in ſuch a man- 
ner, as implies the Difficulty of finding out the Man- 
ner of his Working: Thy May, faith he, 7s in the bea, and 
thy Path in the great Waters, and thy Foot-ſleps are not 
known, Wo Ixxvil. 19. ) For or &5 Ship paſſeth _ the 
aves 


— 


8 An Anniverſary Sermon preached - 
Waves of the Water, (they are the words of Wiſdom, 
Chap. v. 10.) and when it is gone by, the Trace thereof 
cannot be found, neither the Path-way of the Ketl in the 
Haves; even ſo muſt human Reaſon confeſs itſelf at a 
Loſs, when it attempts to trace out all thoſe entangled 
Mazes and Labyrinths, wherein the Divine Provi- 
dence puzzles the Wit of Men: And when it has 
tired itſelf in the Search, muſt at laſt acknowledge 
what God himſelf tells us by his Prophet, Jai. lv. . 
that as the Heavens are higher than the Earth, fs are his 
Ways higher than our Ways, and his Thoughts than our 
Thoughts. But, 8 Tor 77: 
2. The Depth of God's Wiſdom and Counſels will ap- 
ar ſtill more unſearchable, if we conſider, that God 
is pleaſed many times to bring about the wiſe Purpo- 
ſes of his Counſel, by Ways and Means in all human 
Appearance unlikely to produce them, or perhaps 
ſeemingly contrary thereunto. Now Man being, as 
T have already hinted, no further qualified to judge of 
Things, than as they are the Effect of natural Cauſes 
which are clear and obvious; how. ſhould he under- 
ſand the Deſigns of Providence, when it acts as it 
were behind a Veil, and produces Events, which ſeem 
to have but little Coherence with, if any Dependence 
at all upon, the Means by which they are brought to 
aſs ? 1 4555 | 
: For he that has all Nature at his Command need 
not, neither does he, confine himſelf to any one cer- 
tain or ſettled Method of Acting; but ſhews his Sove- 
reignty and Dominion over all, by the Variety of In- 
ſtruments and Miniſters which he makes uſe of to do 
his Pleaſure. He many times loves to croſs the Expe- 
Rations of Men, and to check the Preſumption of hu- 
man Enquiry, by throwing Difficulties in their Way, 
Which ſerve for the Exaltation of his o Power and 
Er, Wiſdom, 
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Wiſdom in ſurmounting them; that he may do his 
Work, his ſtrange Work, and bring to paſs his Act, his 
flrange Act. We are ignorant and ſhort-ſighted Crea- 
tures; but God comprehends at once the whole 
Chain of Cauſes, and over-rules them as he ſeeth fit, 
according to the good pleaſure of bis will: But always 
with this Deſign, to diſplay the Wiſdom of his Coun- 
ſels, and the Glory of his Grace in the Event, though 
we cannot fathom the Means. And though he takes 
a Compaſs, like the Windings of a River, which to 
Men may ſeem improper and unneceſſary, becauſe it 
delays the Refreſhment which flows from his Preſence; 
yet 1s it only that he may convey the Influence of his 
Goodneſs, and extend the Effects of his Bounty to 
greater Numbers, and at laſt return with larger 

Streams to make glad the City of God. _ | 
Tis true, we cannot comprehend or unfold the My- 
ſteries of his Providence till they are compleated ; be- 
cauſe we cannot ſee the Work of God from the Begin- 
ning to the End: We cannot diſcover the Wiſdom of 
his Counſels, while he keeps our Underſtandings in 
Suſpence by the Intricacies of his working : but in the 
Concluſion we always find, that all his Diſpenſations 
are Holy, and Wiſe, and Good; and though Clouds 
and Darkneſs are round about him, yet that Righteouſ- 
neſs and Judgment are the Habitation of his Throne, 

(Pſal. xcvii. 2.) SE 

There are none who have made any, though it be 
but a ſlight Obſervation upon the Affairs of the World, 
but muſt have met with Inſtances enough to confirm 
this Truth; and to make them acknowledge, how 
often Providence has brought about his wiſe Ends by 
very unlikely Means; magnifying his Mercy and Grace 
towards them that fear him, and ſhewing forth his 
Juſtice and Truth in the Puniſhment and Confuſion of 
* Ifai, XXViii. 21. | B the 
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the Wicked and Diſobedient, when things have been 
brought to ſuch a Criſis, as has plainly diſcovered the 
Interpoſition of a ſuperior Power, fo as to make Men 
ſtand amazed, as well at the wonderful Diſappoint- 
ment of the One, as at the Strangeneſs of the Salvation 
brought to the Other. 

We need not travel into foreign Climates, we need 
go no further than our own Nation, for an unexcep- 
tionable Proof of theſe Obſervations. And every one 
here preſent, who has heard what has been already 
faid, I perſuade myſelf, will be before-hand with me, 
in the Application to the happy Occaſion which has 
at this Time brought us to the Houſe of God, to 
give Thanks for His Majeſty's Acceſſion to the Throne 
of theſe Realms, as upon this Day, And they that 
recollect, how many ſignal Providences have concurr'd 
to the quiet Eſtabliſhment of the Proteſtant Succeſſi- 
on in His Majeſty's Perſon and Government, from it's 
firſt Foundation, as it was laid in the late Happy and 
Glorious Revolution, (wherein this Renowned City 
bore ſo laudable a Part) through the many change- 
able and ſhifting Scenes, and divided Intereſts of Pow- 
i er, Ambition, F action, Party, and blind Zeal, down 

| | to this Auſpicious Day ; and how wonderfully the 
| | different Views and diſcordant Paſſions of deſigning 
| | Men have been ſecretly and filently over-ruled, to 
, unite in Duty and Affection to the Perſon and Fami- 
Yi ly of our preſent moſt Gracious Sovereign now {et 
| over us, will be forced to acknowledge the Finger of 
| God in all theſe Diſpenſations, tho' the ſecret Steps of 
| his Providence are not to be traced out, or accounted 
for by any certain Rules of human Wiſdom and Fore- 
| fight. But 
Beſides this, whereof we ae have had is 


rience, the Scripture abounds with Examples to this 
' Purpoſe; 
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Purpoſe ; one or two whereof it may ſuffice juſt to 
mention. And here | | 

The Cale of Joſeph is fo very particular and extra- 
ordinary, thro' all the Circumſtances of his Life, thro' 
the ſeveral Steps of his Sufferings and Advancement, 
that it ſtrikes our Minds with a wonderful Idea of the 


Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs : which made Uſe of 


the Envy of his Brethren, as a Means to raiſe him to 


that Honour and Dignity which they deſigned to pre- 
vent; of the falſe Accuſation of his Miſtreſs, to render 
his Virtue the more amiable and conſpicuous; and 
took Occaſion to exalt him to the higheſt Glory and 
Power in a great Kingdom, by firſt laying him under 
Bonds and Impriſonment, The Archers, as his Father 


Jacob expreſſeth it, Gen. xlix. 23, 24. ſorely grieved 


him, and ſhot at him, and hated him; but his Bow a- 


bode in Strength, and the Arms of his Hands were made 


ſtrong by the Hands of the mighty God of Facob. Who 
likewiſe had all along, thro' this puzzling Viciſſitude 
of Joy and Affliction, of adverſe and proſperous For- 
tune, an Eye to the Support of bis own People in the 
Time of Dearth, in Remembrance of his Promiſe to 
Abrabam his Servant. + 

Our Bleſſed Saviour, of whom Fojeph was a Type, 
is a no leſs wonderful Proof of the Wiſdom of God's 
Providence, and of the unſearchable Riches of his. 
Grace, in bringing Good out of Evil, and turning 
even the Sins of Men to his: own Glory : while we 
conſider the Treachery of Judas, and the Malice of 
the Tews in putting Jeſus to Death, as the only Ex- 
pedient to fave the World, as the neceſſary Means to 
accompliſh the Redemption of all Mankind. An un- 
likely Thing, you'll ſay, that through Death the De- 
vil that had the Power of Death ſhould be deſtroyed; 
and that his and our Enemies ſhould be conquer'd, by 
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that very Conqueſt which they had gained over him! 
But thus it was; and the ſame Diſpenſation that pre- 
ſents to our View an offended God reconciled to Men, 
leaves us in Aſtoniſhment at the Method by which 
this Reconciliation was made. This is the moſt re- 
markable, this the kindeſt Providence we can conſi- 
der; fuller than any other of Love and Condeſcenſi- 
on, \ fuller than any other of Power and Wiſdom : 
And indeed all the other Bleflings of Providence - 
which we enjoy, are no more than the Fruit and Ef- 
fect of this. | | | 

But the fame Divine Goodneſs, the ſame Almighty 
Power, the fame adorable Wiſdom appears in God's 
inferior Diſpenſations, tho perhaps not in ſo ſtrong a 
Light: The Touches of his Hand muſt be acknow- 
ledg'd in the Diſpoſal of every the moſt trivial Event, 
tho perhaps the Strokes may be ſo fine, as to be ſcarce 
diſcernible by a human Eye. And when we obſerve 
ſtrange Effects flow from common Cauſes, mighty 
Things brought to paſs by little and trivial Inſtruments, 
wiſe and good Ends effected by ſeemingly contempti- 
ble Means: When we conſider, how all things work + 
together for good to them that love God *; how often a 

little Loſs in the final Iſſue of things is productive of 
great Gain, and how frequently a preſent Diſappoint- 
ment proves a neceſſary Step to a future Advancement; 
we muſt be unreaſonably perverſe, if we do not ac- 
knowledge that God ſitteth above, and governs the 
World, and diſpoſeth of all Events according to the 
Counſel of his Will; we muſt be ſtupid and blind, not 


to ſee and know, that this is thy Hand, and that thou, 


Lord, haſt done it. | 
3. It is to be conſider'd, as a further Proof of the 
Weakneſs and Inſufficiency of any human Underſtand- 
ing, to ſearch out the Depth of the Wiſdom of God's 


Rom. viii. 28. Counſels, 
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Counſels, and the Secrets of his Providence; that thoſe 
Accidents, which becauſe of their Uncertainty are 
not ſubject to the Diſcovery of human Knowledge, 
nor to the Guidance of human Reaſon, are yet always 
under the Inſpection of God's All- ſeeing Eye, and en- 
tirely under the Direction of infinite Wiſdom ; and 
therefore he can, and does over-rule them as-he plea- 
ſes, thereby to bring about the wiſe Purpoſes of his 
Counſel. 
As to Men indeed, there are abundance of Events 
contingent and fortuitous, that fall out at random, 
without any certain Counſel or Direction; or depend- 
ing on the Will of Free-Agents, muſt be hid from the 
Knowledge of finite Underſtandings: But, in reſpect 
of God, there is nothing happens in the World which 
is not fix'd and determin'd, both as to the End and the 
Means. Infinite Knowledge cannot be ignorant of 
any thing paſt, preſent, or to come, He that hath 
a Window into every Man's Breaſt, cannot be exclu- 
ded from their moſt ſecret Counſels: He ſeeth our In- 
tentions before they are put forth into Act: He per- 
fectly comprehends our Deſigns before they are brought 
to Effect; and that even better than we do ourſelves, 
becauſe he knows our Hearts better: which the Pſal- 
miſt acknowledges in thoſe Words of P/al. cxxxix. 2. 
Thou underſtandeſt my Thought afar off, and long before 
it is conceiv'd. For which reaſon Solomon tells us, that 
the Preparations of the Heart in Man are from the 
Lord, Prov. xvi. 1. And tho' a Man's Heart deviſeth 
his Way, yet the Lord directeth his Steps, ver. g. Not 
that he over-rules the Determinations of Men by any 
_ poſitive Act, ſo as to take from them the Freedom of 
their Wills; but only difpoſeth of Things without 
them in ſuch a manner, and ſo orders accidental Oc- 


currences, as to bring about his wiſe Ends by the wil- 
"Py ling 
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ling and voluntary Concurrence of Free Agents : Bat 
how he does this, we are at a loſs to comprehend, His 
Operations are ſecret and inviſible: And how then 
ſhould Man, who can judge of Things no further than 
they lie open to his Senſes or his Reaſon, be able to ac- 
count for them ? 7 | 
Indeed, when the Event is produced, we cannot 
but acknowledge that it is Wife and Good. But there 
are ſo many puzzling Circumſtances intervening, ſo 
many ſecret and inviſible Accidents croſſing one ano- 
ther, and: leading a human Enquirer into inextricable 
Mazes and Labyrinths, when we offer to trace the 
Ways of God's Providence, that we find ourſelves ut- 
terly incapable of framing any exact or adequate Noti- 
on of them; and after our utmoſt Diligence in ſearch- 
3ng, are left in the dark, as to the Methods by which 
he bringeth his Counſels to paſs. | . 
Thus in the great Affairs of States and Kingdoms, 
though the Counſels of Men are employed, and are of 
reat Uſe, to ſecure the Happineſs of the People; yet 
2 many contingent Cauſes are there, that ma 
ſpoil the beſt- laid Deſign for the publick Good? And 
unleſs theſe Contingencies be directed by a ſteadier 
Hand than can be found among human Counſellors, 
the World muſt quickly fall into Anarchy and Con- 
fuſion. And the Providence that governs and over- 
rules the uncertain Wills and ficklè Humours, the 
miſtaken and mutable Intereſts of Men, which are 
perpetually ſhifting from one Point to another, to 
bring about thoſe wiſe Ends which they never deſign- 
ed, or perhaps thought to oppoſe, muſt be acknow- 
ledged as much above the Comprehenſion, as the Con- 
trivance of human Wiſdom. 
Particularly, in the great Events of War between 
contending Powers on Earth, How often does the 


Provi- 
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Providence of God remarkably interpoſe, and mock 
the Weakneſs of human Counſels, by making uncer- 
tain Contingencies, perhaps little and trivial Accidents, 
deciſive of the Quarrel ; as by them it caſteth the Vi- 
ctory on the unlikely Side? Whereof we have Inſtan- 
ces enough in Hiſtory, if we knew of none that have 
happen'd in our own Times; which yet it were an ea- 
ſy matter to point out. And this is the Reaſon of So- 
lomon's Obſervation, Eccl. ix. 11. I returned, and ſaw 
under the Sun, that the Race is not to the Swift, nor 
the Battle to the Strong — nor yet Riches to Men of 
Underſtanding — but Time and Chance happeneth to them 
all; meaning, that the Event of Things does not al- 
ways happen according to the Power and Probability 
of ſecond Cauſes and Means: For that ſuch Accidents, 
as no human Wiſdom could foreſee or prevent, but 
which are under the Guidance of God's ſecret Provi- 
dence, many times give a Turn to the uſual Courſe of 
Things, and force the moſt cunning Politicians, the 
ſtouteſt Soldiers to confeſs, that the moſt High ruleth 
in the Kingdoms of Men. 

And hence it is, that among other Queſtions which - 
God puts to Job, to convince him of his Ignorance in 
the Secrets of Nature and Providence, he poſeth him 
with this; which is applicable to our preſent Purpoſe, 
Fob xxxviii. 22, 23. Haſt thou enter d into the Trea- 
ſures of the Snow? Or haſt thou ſeen the Treaſures of 
the Hail, which J have reſerv'd againſt the Time of 
Trouble, againſt the Day of Battle and War? The 
Meaning of which is, that the Providence of God doth 
ſometimes interpoſe, to determine the Events of War, 
by governing the Seaſons and the Weather; and by 
making the Snows and Rains, the Winds and Storms 
to fulfill his Word, and to carry the Victory to which 
Side he thinks fit. 

How 


16 An Anniverſary Sermon preached 


How much has been owing to theſe Cauſes, for the 
Succeſſes of her Winter Campaigns; the Renowned 
Princeſs, to whoſe Intereſt every good Engliſhman is 
moſt firmly attached, will, I make no doubt, with 
Gratitude acknowledge: And all her Friends will 


join with her, in the Praiſe and Thankfulneſs therefore 


due to that Righteous Providence, who hath ſo graci- 
ouſly and viſibly eſpouſed her Cauſe. 

Theſe and ſuch- like extraordinary and remarkable 
Incidents extort a Confeſſion of an All- wiſe Providence 
interpoſing. But we muſt not think that God does 
not concern himſelf in Caſes of inferior Obſervation, 
becauſe he does not ſhew himſelf ſo openly. For our 
Saviour expreſly tells us, that 2 Sparrow does not fall to 
the Ground without Him; and that the very Hairs of 


our Head are all numbered, Matt. x. 29, 30. And if 


ſuch trivial things are not beneath his Notice, How 
can we ſuppoſe, but that all the Ways of the Children 
of Men muſt be in his Hands, and that he pondereth 


all their Goings? There are Signs enough of his Pre- 


ſence to be ſeen, though he conceal his Face from our 
Sight. So that the Things, which as to outward Ap- 
pearance may ſeem to happen by Accident or Chance, 
do not come to paſs without his Appointment or Per- 
miſſion, and are the Reſult of the deepeſt Counſel 
and greateſt Goodneſs: However it may be above the 


Reach of any human Underſtanding to find out the 


. ſecret Methods of his Operation, and the impercepti- 


. 


ble Influence he hath upon ſecond Cauſes; or to give 


any Account, what Ends he may have in View, when, 


as a Judge, who ſitteth on high above us, and thence 
ſurveys all his Creatures at once, he putteth down one, 
and fetteth up another. + on 
But as we ſhall probably have a clearer View of all 
the Diſpenſations of Providence, which at preſent are 
* Pal. Ixxv. 7. hid 
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hid from our Eyes, when our Capacities come to be enlar- 
ged in a Future State; it will better become us to admire 


and praiſe, than to pry too curiouſly into that, which we 
cannot in this State of Imperfection comprehend, 


And this brings me to ſpeak ſomething, 


II. Of the ſecond Thing implied in the Words of my 
Text, vig. That the Intricacies of Divine Providence, tho 
they are not to be comprehended by our finite Underſtand- 
ings, are however a proper Subject for our Praiſe and Ad- 
miration. And this I gather from the Surprize and Aſto- 
niſhment with which the Apoſtle expreſſeth himſelf: O 
the Depth of the Riches both of the Wiſdom and Knowledge of 
God! By which Wonder and Amazement, he gives us a 
better Idea of the unſearchable Depth of God's Counſels 
and Decrees, than if he had expreſs d it in a more poſitive 
and declarative Form of Words. f 

And there is Reaſon enough for us to admire and praiſe 
thoſe Diſpenſations of the Almighty in his Government of 
the World, which exceed our Underſtanding to explain 
or comprehend, both with regard to God and to Ourſelves. 

1. With regard to God, as they give us a magnificent 
Idea of the Divine Perfections. It is natural for the Mind 
of Man to wonder at that, which it cannot frame a juſt 
Notion and Conception of, in the Works of Art: And 
how much more Matter of Admiration mult there neceſ- 
ſarily be, both in the Works of Nature and Providence, 

- which are the Effects of the Wiſdom and Skill, not of any 
Human, but the Divine Artificer! How is our Under- 
ſtanding loſt and bewilder'd, when we conſider the excel- 
lent Order, and amazing Variety of the Things about us; 
the Beauty and Regularity of the whole Creation, or the 
harmonious Correſpondence of the ſeveral Parts of it ! But 
we ſhould be thought to have a very flight Senſe of the 
Greatneſs and Glory of him that made and preſerves all 


theſe Things, if we could deny him the Tribute of Praiſe 
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and Adoration, which he thereby lays as it were a natu- 
ral Claim to. The Heavens, faith the Pſalmiſt, declare 
the Ghry of God, and the Firmament ſheweth bis Haudy- 
work, Pal. xix. 1, And if, in the Words of the Roman 


Orator, When we ſee the conſtant Motion of the hea- 


ce venly Bodies, and the eſtabliſhed Order of the Stars, 
« and all things correſponding with, and depending upon 
c each other, in ſuch an admirable Harmony, as ſhews a 
«© Wiſdom vaſtly ſuperior to all that we can exert in the 
* Diſcovery of them; we ſhould overlook that Wile and 
& Intelligent Mind, which diſpoſes and governs.them, we 
« ſhould not deſerve the Name of Men,” If we ſhould 
be filent, when we conſider the Heavens, the Work of his 
Fingers, the Moon and the Stars which he hath ordained * : 
Tf we ſhould hold our Peace, © when we oblerve the deter- 


e minate and uniform Motions of all around us, and 


% how they are govern'd by ſtated Laws, in unchangeable 
* Order, and conſtant Regularity,” the Stones would cry 
out ; the mute Part of the Creation would teſtify againſt 
us, and condemn our ſtupid Blindneſs and Inſenſibility. 
Methinks when a Man conſiders this ſeriouſly, (and it 
well becomes every Man to conſider it) he can hardly for- 
bear breaking out in Language like that of the Pfalmiſt ; 
O Lord, how manifold are thy Works ! in Wiſdom haſt thou 


made them all; the Earth is full of thy Riches, Pfal. eiv, 24. 


When we behold and conſider the Works of the Lord, how 


can we chuſe but join with Elibu, in Admiration of his 


excellent Greatneſs thereby ſet forth, ana Acknowledg- 
ment of the Narrowneſs of our Capacities to underſtand 
them, in Words like thoſe which we find, Job xxxvii. 
God doth great things hie We cannot comprehend ; for he 
aith to the Snow, &c. (vei. 6, 10—14, 19.) Hearken 
unto this, O fob; fland fill and confider the wondrous Works 


/ God. —Teach us what we ſhall ſay unto him; for Wwe can- 


not 6 der our Speech by reaſon of Darkneſs. All that we 


can fay is only that we are ignorant; and when we have 


„ Pal, viii. 3. | ſearched 
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ſearched to the utmoſt of our Capacities, we mult at laſt 
conclude, Touching the Almighty, we cannot find him out : 
He is excellent in Power, and in Fudgment, and in Plenty 
of Fuſtice, ver. 23. | 

But the ſame Depth of Wiſdom that appears in the 
Natural, is viſible in the Moral World; in diſpoſing of 
human Affairs, in governing the Actions of Men, and or- 
dering of all Events, ſo as to raiſe to himſelf a Monument 
of Praiſe from his Creatures: When they conſider the 
Largeneſs of that Underſtanding, which knows how to 
bring Good out of Evil, and to turn the Sins of Men to 
his Glory; to ſerve the wiſeſt and beſt Ends by weak and 
contemptible Means; to take the Wiſe in their own Cra 
tineſs; and to make uſe of the Follies and Diſorders of 
ſome, for the Manifeſtation of his Goodnels and Kind- 
neſs to others. 

Upon ſuch an Occaſion, Elihu, in his Vindication of 
God's Diſpenſations with regard to Job, will furniſh us 
with Words of Praiſe and Admiration, Job xxxvi. Behold, 

God is mighty, and deſpiſeth not any: He is mighty in 

Strength and Wiſdom. He preſerveth not the Life of the 
Wicked, but giveth Right to the Poor. He withdraweth 
not his Eyes from the Righteous : but with KINGS are 
they on the Throne, yea, he doth eſtabliſh them for ever, and 


they are ®XALTED. He covers their Head in the Day of 


Battel, and ſubdueth all their Enemies. Behold, God x x- 
'ALTETH by his Power: Who teacheth like him ? Who 
hath enjoined him his Way? Or who can ſay, Thou haſt 
wrought Iniquity? From whence he concludes, —Behold, 
God is great, and we know him not, neither can the Num- 
ber of his Nears be ſearched out. 
Eliphaz ſpeaks of him in the ſame Strain of Wonder 
and Amazement, Job v. with regard both to the Natural 
and Moral World; Which doth great Things and unſearch- 
able, marvelous Things without Number ; who giveth Rain 
upon the Earth, and Mt” Waters upon the Fields; to ſet 
To 2 up 
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up on High thoſe that be Low, that theſe which mourn may 
be exalted to Safety. He diſappointeth the Devices of the 
: Crafty, ſo that their Hands cannot perform their Enter- 
prize : He taketh the Wiſe in their cn Crajtineſs, and the 
Counſel of the Froward is carried headlong, and turns to 
their own Ruin and Deſtruction, 

And as the Conſideration of God's Diſpenſations in the 
Government of the World with regard to himſelf, will 
naturally excite our Admiration of that Supreme Being, 
whoſe Power and Wiſdom manages all Things; fo in 
Reaſon it ought to create in us the higheſt Veneration for 
him, and the ſtrongeſt Senſe of Gratitude towards him, 
when we conſider, = 

2. What further Reaſon we have to praiſe and admire 
the Secrets of his Providence with regard to Ourſelves; as 
they are temper'd with infinite Mercy and Goodneſs to 
us, as we are made Partakers of the greateſt Benefits, 
from his wiſe Diſpoſition of Things both in the Natural 
and Moral World. And this is fo evident, that Heathens 
have acknowledg'd, that ** all the Parts of the World are 
« ſo well conſtituted, that they could not be more con- 
e yenient for Uſe than they are; and therefore that he 
te ought not to be counted for a Man, who is not moved 
© to Gratitude by the beautiful Order of the Stars, by the 
* pleaſing Viciſſitude of Day and Night, by the grateful 
« Mixture and Contemperation of the Seaſons, and by all 
e thoſe Things which are ſo bountifully produced for our 
„ Uſe and Benefit: — As by the Variety of Creatures he 
has made to ſerve us; by the wile Diviſion of Men into 
ſeveral Ranks and different Orders ; and by the Diſtribu- 
tion of his Gifts of Wiſdom and Learning, Riches and 
Honour, Strength and Power, in ſuch a manner, as to 
maintain a continual and ſucceſſive Dependance of one 
upon another, for the better Government of the World. 
In much Knowledge, ſaith the Son of Sirach, the Lord hath 
divided them, and made their Ways diverſe ; ſome of m— 

< £ - at 
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hath he blefſed and exalted, and fome of them hath he ſancti- 
ſied and jet near himſelf ; but ſome of them hath he curſed 
and brought low, and turned out of their Places, Ecclus 
XXX11. 11, ns 

But all theſe things ſilently proclaim the Praiſe that is 
due to that governing Providence, who maketh Poor and 
maketh Rich, who bringeth low and hifteth up; to that un- 
derſtanding Mind, who directs all things to his own Glo- 
ry, and the general Good of his Creatures; who giveth us 
Rain from Heaven and fruitful Seaſons, filling our Hearts 
with Food and Gladneſs ; who openeth his Hand, and ſatisfi- 
eth the Defire of every living Thing. 

And Bleſſed be the Lord God, the God of Iſrael, who only 
doth wondrous Works ; for the Share that we of this Nati- 
on in particular have had, in his manifold Mercies; for 
the Mercies of his natural Providence, and for thoſe of His 
Grace in Chriſt Feſus; for his Mercies to us as Men, for 
his Mercies to us as a Nation, for his Mercies to us as 
Chriſtians; for his gracious Protection and watchful Care 
over this Church and Kingdom, by which we have been 
hitherto preſerved and ſecured in the full Enjoyment of all 
our Civil and Religious Rights and Privileges; and for the 
comfortable Proſpect of the Continuance of all theſe Mer- 
cies, under the wiſe Government and gracious Adminiſtra- 
tion of His Majeſty King GRORGR, as on this Day „er 
over us to be King for the Bord our God, and to do Fuſtice 
and Fudgment for his People. 

Bleſſed be his Name, who hath fo often interpoſed in 
our extreme Danger, and hitherto defeated the Machina- 
tions and Deſigns of all His, and Our Enemies; and hath 
raiſed up a mighty Salvation for us, in the Perſon and in 
the Houſe of his Servant David, againſt the Attempts of 
all that have evil Mill at our Sion, and blaſted the Coun- 
ſels of every Ahithophel that has thought to diſturb our 
Peace. Whoſoever conſiders the Greatneſs of theſe Bleſ- 
ſings, will not be backward to acknowledge from whom 

* 2 Chron. ix. 8, 15 they 
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they proceed; or to pray for the Preſervation of His Ma- 
jeſty's Perſon, Family and Government, (under whom 
they are held, and by whom we truſt they ſhall be tranſ- 


mitted to our lateſt Poſterity) ht no ſecret Conſpiracies, nu. 


open Violences may difquiet, much leis ſhorten his Reign. 
And knowing the ſpecial Intereſt we have in God's gene- 
ral Providence, and how often he hath conſulted and 
provided for our particular Benefit, by Arts and Methods 
which we ourſelves could never have directed to ſuch gra- 
cious Ends; we ſhall be diſpoſed, if the Senſe of our Du- 
ty prevails, to render him that Love and Admiration, 
which is the Leſſon we are naturally taught, in Acknow- 
ledgment of theſe diſtinguiſhing Favours, befides thoſe 
that are common to us with the reſt of his Creatures, and 
which call upon us to join in the harmonious Conſort of 
Praiſe and Obedience due from the whole Creation: When 
we reflect on the ſecret Influence, and hidden Operation, 
the Maker of all Things exerts upon all, for the Benefit of 
all: When we conſider, by what imperceptible Ways and 
Means he conveys the Spirit of his Noſtrils to ſupport them 
in Life and Health, and how wonderfully he conceals the 
Manner of his Working, tho' he be fo near to every one of 
- us, that in him we Live, and Move, and have our Being, 
Acts xvii. 28. With ſo great Reaſon does the Pſalmiſt, in 
Contemplation of God's wonderful Works and merciful 
Providence, cry out; Great is our Lord, and of great Poꝛo- 
er, his Underſtanding is infinite, Pfal. cxlvii. 5. With fo 
great Reaſon does the Apoſtle in my Text break forth, in 
that thankful and paſſionate Admiration of that abundant 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, which he could not comprehend ; 
O the Depth of the Riches, both of the Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge of God] How unſearchable are his Fudgments, and his 
Ways paſt finding out ! 
And thus having finiſh'd the Two Heads of Diſcourſe 
implied in my Text, give me Leave now to conclude the 
whole with an Inference or two from what has been faid. 
And, | | 1, We 
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1. We may hence learn a Leſſon of Humility, and of 
to think of ourſekves more highly than we ought to think : 
But ſecing how blind and ignorant we are, when we come 
to ſearch into the Intricacies of Divine Providence, to 
think ſo ſeberly, as to acknowledge our Inſufficiency to 
underſtand or comprehend them, If we take upon us, 
upon fo ſhort and imperfect a View as we have of Things, 
to cenſure or call in queſtion the Wiſdom or Goodneſs of 
God's Diſpenſations, we do in truth but expoſe our own 
Folly and Weakneſs. By being thus w/e in our own Con- 
ceits, and above that which is written, we forfeit all man- 
ner of Pretenſions to true Wiſdom ; whilſt we pretend to 
greater Knowledge than is conſiſtent with this preſent 
State of Darkneſs and Imperfection, and vainly © apply 
« our Meaſures of Regularity to Matters, of which we 
know neither the Antecedents nor the Conſequents, the 
* Beginning nor the End.” | 
| Our Proſpect is too dark and confuſed, to be able to 

diſtinguiſh the real Excellencies and Beauties of thoſe 
Things which lie at a Diſtance round us. And this 
ſhould check our Preſumption in pronouncing too perem- 
ptorily concerning them. © For it is to be confider'd,” 
as an ingenious Writer hath it, © that Providence in it's 
% Oeconomy regards the whole Syſtem of Time and 
Things together; ſo that we cannot diſcover the beau- 
ec tiful Connections between Incidents, which lie widely 
<« ſeparated in Time; and by loſing ſo many Links of 
* the Chain, our Reaſonings become broken and imper- 
% fect, Thus thoſe Farts in the Moral World, which 
© have not an abſolute, may yet have a relative Beauty, 
in refpe& of ſome other Parts concealed from us; but 
« open to his Eye before whom, Patt, Preſent, and to 
© Come, are fet together in one Point of View: And 
©« thoſe Events, the Permiſſion whereof ſeems now to ac- 
© cuſe his Goodneſs, may in the Conſummation of things 


« both magnify his Goodneſs, and exalt his Wiſdom.” 
2, From 


a — — — — — 
4 at 4 a — — - * 
— > — — — — — — - — 
» Hah ol <P 
x 2 
* 

* 

* 4 

* 

is 4 

* « 


> ” * ——äͤ— — — — a — 2 
Ss T..aws — 3 2 % ES PR Fr” Pp.” x. n hae nn — 
x — — _ a A . — 8 -—— — —L— — ——_—_ . po 
wa. a4 — — ST " ” * * Y - _ * W * — Py > _ < — — 
— — W _—_— 2  w—_ 2 * 124 ns — . — — — — — — WW 
1 - 


r 
* 4 2 ung — Pr 
— — * — = — nth ect 
* 2 4 * . d 
I oe eg ronemnse or Ge == 8 


— „ ba - — — — 
— GS 6. — "__ 5 ; 
— — — 2 — 4 — — K —— - 
** , — r & & > — * a 2 
. 
*. 3 — - WW — — x— l—— — X22 
5 a : 
_ * 4 
* 
$ 
; . 
Cs 
"wa, 
* 
* 
* 


24 An Amiverſary Sermon, &c. | 

2, From what has been faid, we may learn how much 
it is our Wiſdom to ſubmit ourſelves with a chearful Re- 
fignation to God's Providence; to acquieſce in his Diſpo- 
ſal of our Affairs, and to be well ſatisfied with whatever 
Condition he is pleaſed to aſſign us, with whatever Af- 
fliction he is pleas d to try us: Becauſe the Maker of the 
World beſt knows how to govern it; our Concernments 
are in the wiſeſt and ſafeſt Hands; in his Hands whoſe 
Mercy is infinite, and therefore he will never be wanting 
in a fatherly Care over thoſe that put their Truſt in him; 
whoſe Wiſdom is  unſearchable, and therefore he knows 
how to bring about the beſt Ends by what Means he 
thinks fit; and to turn the worſt Evils we can ſuffer or 
fear, into the greateſt Good; Trouble into Comfort, Con- 
fuſion into Order, Grief into Joy; Sickneſs, Pain and 


_ Miſery into Health, Happineſs and Glory; fo as that all 
things ſhall at laſt work together for good to them that love 


God. 

And though we cannot at preſent very well reconcilz 
the Inequalities of God's Diſpenſations, and the intricate 
Steps of his Providence, with our Apprehenſions of his 
Wiſdom, and Juſtice, and Mercy; yet we may be ſure 
there will come a Time, when theſe Clouds and Darkneſs 


ſhall be ſcatter d; all theſe Perplexities unravell'd, and all 


the Riddles of God's Providence laid bare, and open to 


our Underſtandings; when his Judgment ſhall break forth 


as the Light, and the Rzghteouſneſs of all his Dealings as 
che Noon-day, Ie WR 


PFIWNIS. 
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